Prelude and Silent Prayer                        
I have been young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging  bread.  They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed.  (Psalm 37:25-26)
To prepare for worship, please be seated when the prelude begins.

*Denotes congregation standing.

*God Calls His People to Worship: Psalm 66: 1-2, 4
Shout with joy to God, all the earth!  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious…All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing praise to your name.  Amen.
God’s People Respond to His Call to Worship
(Hymn 53)
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near,

Join me in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,

Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been

Granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!

Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;

Ponder anew what the Almighty will do,

If with his love he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee,

Decked thee with health, and with loving hand guided and stayed thee.

How oft in grief hath not he brought thee relief,

Spreading his wings to o’er-shade thee!

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!

Let the amen sound from his people again;

Gladly fore’er we adore him.  AMEN

*Responsive Reading                 Psalm 19:1-11
Elder: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 

   work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after

   night they display knowledge.  .

Congregation: There is no speech or language where their voice is
   not heard.  Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to

   the ends of the world.
Elder: In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a 

   bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing

   to run his course..

Congregation: It rises at one end of the heavens and makes it circuit
   to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat. The law of the Lord is

   perfect, reviving the soul. 

Elder: The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
   The precepts of the Lord are right, giving  joy to the heart. The

   commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
Congregation:  The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever.  The
   ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous.  They are

   more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter

   than honey, than honey from the comb.  By them is your servant

   warned; in keeping them there is great reward.  AMEN
      *Psalm 19A                          Book of Psalms 
God Calls His People to Repentance: Psalm40:12-13
For troubles without number surround me; my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see.  They are more than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails within me.  Be pleased, O Lord, to save me; O Lord, come quickly to help me.  AMEN
God’s People Respond By Confessing Their Sins 

Silent Confession followed by Corporate Confession 

Elder: Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.

Congregation: Have mercy upon me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions.  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight---That You may be found just when You speak, and blameless when You judge…Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow…Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  In Jesus’ name,  AMEN      (Psalm 51: 1-4, 7, 10)

God Assures His People of their Forgiveness Romans 8:1-4
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.  For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.   AMEN

Elder:  Our sins are forgiven!

Congregation:  Thanks be to God!
*God’s People Respond with Praise for the Forgiveness of Sins

  *Book of Psalms                                Psalm 51 D
God’s People Confess Their Faith (from Heidelberg Catechism)

Q. 60 How are you righteous before God?
Only by true faith in Jesus Christ; that is, although my conscience accuses me, that I have grievously sinned against all the commandments of God, and have never kept any of them, and am still prone always to all evil; yet God, without any merit of mine, of mere grace, grants and imputes to me the perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never committed nor had any sins, and had myself accomplished all the obedience which Christ has fulfilled for me; if only I accept such benefit with a believing heart.   AMEN
God Calls His People to Cast Their Cares upon Him 
The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?...Wait for the Lord: be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord. AMEN  Psalm 27:1, 14

God’s People Respond by Bringing Their Petitions                                          
        Prayer of Intercession followed by The Lord's Prayer   
God’s People Worship by Bringing Their Tithes and Offerings
                      Offertory, followed by *The Doxology
God Speaks to His People through His Word

 *The Reading of the Scriptures: 
  I Samuel 8
Elder:  The Word of the Lord.

Congregation:  Thanks be to God!

  The Sermon                     “Idolatry and the Civil Government”
   *Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Soul                Hymn 57
God Communes with His People

Elder:  God is good!

Congregation: All the time.

Elder: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Let us pray.

Corporate Prayer of Thanksgiving
Congregation:   We beseech Thee, gracious Father, to grant us Thy Holy Spirit, that through this sacrament our souls may truly be fed with the crucified body and shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Grant us the full assurance of Thy grace as we draw near to Thy holy table, filling our hearts with humble gratitude for Thy mercies.  Unite us more fully with our blessed Lord, and so also with one another.  Enable us, in newness of life, to pledge ourselves in service to Christ and all Thy children.  And lift our hearts to Thee, that in all the troubles and sorrows of this life we may persevere in the living hope of the coming of our Savior in glory.    AMEN
                The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
 *O Worship the King       

         Hymn 2
God Commissions His People

        Jude 20-21

 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.   AMEN

      *Benediction

Congregational Response            (Hymn 733) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him all creatures here below;  Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Alleluia!  Alleluia!  AMEN
To our guests:  We are delighted to have you worshiping with us!  All those baptized into Jesus Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper as a means of renewing our faith and our vows of covenant love and fidelity with Christ, who is with us by His Spirit, and with the church, which is His Body.  We serve both wine and grape juice for communion.  If you have a preference, please inform the elder who is distributing the elements. 

Morning worship is at 9:30 AM, followed by coffee & fellowship. 

Men’s Bible Study and Ladies’ Meetings are held regularly; please ask for details. 

For more information please check out our website at: www.christchurchbranchcove.org
Elders:  Keith Diamond, Ted Phillips, Richard Vest

Deacons:  John LaBreche, John Huie, Alan Marsh,
 Christopher Diamond, Daniel Ferrill, Chris King

Sunday Service Teams
 Officer

 Partner Families   
  
March


C. King

T. Phillips, J. Calhoun
April                                   A. Marsh             R. Vest

May                                   C. Diamond         K. Diamond, E. Stephens

Sermon Notes

Christ Church

Worshiping Christ and equipping God’s people

 to extend His Lordship 

down through our generations

and out into the world.


  
             The Lord’s Day
                        Covenant Renewal Service

                              February 26, 2012
