Prelude and Silent Prayer

O God of my delight, thy throne of grace is the pleasure ground of my soul.  Here I obtain mercy in time of need, here I see the smile of thy reconciled face, here joy pleads the name of Jesus, here I sharpen the sword of the Spirit, anoint the shield of faith, put on the helmet of salvation, gather manna from thy Word, am strengthened for each conflict, nerved for the upward race, empowered to conquer every foe.  (THE VALLEY OF VISION)

  To prepare for worship, please be seated when the prelude begins.
*Denotes congregation standing

*God Calls His People to Worship:
 Psalm 118:19-21
Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go through them, and I will praise the Lord.  This is the gate of the Lord, through which the righteous shall enter. I will praise You, for You have answered me, and have become my salvation.  AMEN
      God’s People Respond to His Call to Worship
                                                         (Hymn 660)
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today

And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 

For we can only wonder at  every  gift you send,

At blessings without number and mercies without end;

We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,

We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,

That we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 

And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,

We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:

To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,

          And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.  AMEN

Responsive Reading: Psalm 16

Elder: Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust.  O my soul, you have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my goodness is nothing apart from You.”  As for the saints who are on the earth, “They are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.”
Congregation: Their sorrows shall be multiplied who hasten after another god; their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, nor take up their names on my lips.

Elder: O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You maintain my lot.  The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; yes, I have a good inheritance.
Congregation: I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel; my heart also instructs me in the night seasons.  I have set the Lord always before me;
Elder: Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.  Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; my flesh also will rest in hope.

Congregation:  For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.  You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  AMEN

            *Psalm 16                                       Psalm 16B       

God Calls His People to Repentance: Psalm 119:1-4
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord! Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart!  They also do no iniquity; they walk in His ways.  You have commanded us to keep Your precepts diligently.   AMEN
God’s People Respond By Confessing Their Sins 

Silent Confession followed by Corporate Confession 

Elder: Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God:

Congregation: Heavenly Father, I enter thy presence, worshipping thee with godly fear, awed by thy majesty, greatness, glory, but encouraged by thy love.  I am all poverty as well as all guilt, having nothing of my own with which to repay thee. But I bring Jesus to thee in the arms of faith, pleading his righteousness to offset my iniquities, rejoicing that he will weigh down the scales for me, and satisfy thy justice. I bless thee that great sin draws out great grace…Strengthen me to give thee no rest until Christ shall reign supreme within me, in every thought, word, and deed, in a faith that purifies the heart, overcomes the world, works by love, fastens me to thee, and ever clings to the cross.  AMEN
God Assures His People of their Forgiveness    
Psalm 130:3-4, 7    If you, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.  O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is abundant redemption.  AMEN
Elder:  Our sins are forgiven!

Congregation:  Thanks be to God!
*God’s People Respond with Praise for the Forgiveness of Sins

  *O Christ, Our Hope
O Christ, our hope, our heart’s desire, Redemption’s only spring;

Creator of the world art thou, its Savior and its King.

How vast the mercy and the love which laid our sins on thee,

And led thee to a cruel death to set thy people free.

But now the bonds of death are burst, the ransom has been paid;

And thou art on thy Father’s throne in glorious robes arrayed.

O may thy mighty love prevail our sinful souls to spare,

O may we come before thy throne and find acceptance there!

O Christ, be thou our present joy, our future great reward;

Our only glory may it be to glory in the Lord!

All praise to thee, ascended Lord, all glory ever be

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost through all eternity. AMEN

*God’s People Confess Their Faith: Luther’s Commentary  on the  Second Article of the Apostles Creed

We believe that Jesus Christ—true God, Son of the Father from eternity, and true Man, born of the Virgin Mary—is our Lord.  

He has redeemed us, lost and condemned persons, saved us at great cost from sin, death, and the power of the devil, not with silver or gold, but with His holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and death.  

All this he has done that we may be his own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.  This is most certainly true.   AMEN
God Calls His People to Cast Their Cares upon Him 
Isaiah 40:28-31   Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.  His understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  AMEN
God’s People Respond by Bringing Their Petitions                                          
        Prayer of Intercession followed by The Lord's Prayer   
God’s People Worship by Bringing Their Tithes and Offerings
                      Offertory, followed by *The Doxology
God Speaks to His People through His Word

 *The Reading of the Scriptures:       I Samuel 5:1-6:21    
Elder:  The Word of the Lord.

Congregation:  Thanks be to God!

  The Sermon           “Don’t Hide Your Light under an Ark ”
   *How Sweet and Awesome Is the Place           Hymn  469                                        

God Communes with His People

Elder:  God is good!

Congregation: All the time.

Elder: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Let us pray.

Corporate Prayer of Thanksgiving
Congregation: Thanks be to you, O God, for your presence and your purpose, for your lovingkindness and your steadfast Spirit.  May the blessings of this table strengthen our faith, increase our generosity, and unify our hearts, for we pray in the name of Jesus, the Risen One.     AMEN
                    The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
        *Our God, Our Help in Ages Past            Hymn 30
God Commissions His People

    Colossians 3:16-17
Elder: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. AMEN
      *Benediction

Congregational Response            (Hymn 737) 

                      Christ, We Do All Adore Thee
**********************************************************
Opportunities for fellowship and service:
--Men’s Meeting, Wednesday, January 11, 6:30 p.m.

--Fellowship Meal, next Sunday, January 15 , after worship

******************************************************

To our guests:  We are delighted to have you worshiping with us!  All those baptized into Jesus Christ are invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper as a means of renewing our faith and our vows of covenant love and fidelity with Christ, who is with us by His Spirit, and with the church, which is His Body.  We serve both wine and grape juice for communion.  If you have a preference, please inform the elder who is distributing the elements. 

Morning worship is at 9:30 AM, followed by coffee & fellowship. 

Men’s Bible Study and Ladies’ Meetings are held regularly; please ask for details. 

For more information please check out our website at: www.christchurchbranchcove.org
Elders:  Keith Diamond, Ted Phillips, Richard Vest

Deacons:  John LaBreche, John Huie, Alan Marsh,
 Christopher Diamond, Daniel Ferrill, Chris King
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